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 WELCOME TO WARREN COUNTY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newcomers continue to settle here for many great 
reasons: beautiful water-ways, natural surroundings, 
a moderate climate, excellent business opportunities, 
and an outstanding quality of life. 
 
We hope this reference for government and related 
services will make it much easier for you to get 
started on your new life here. We are proud of our 
law enforcement, public safety, and fire departments, 
schools, libraries, parks and recreation facilities, 
public utilities and other services provided to our 
citizens. 
 
We are happy that you have chosen Warren County 
as your new home! 
 
Board of Supervisors   District 
Tony F. Carter   Happy Creek 
Archie A. Fox   Fork 
Linda P. Glavis   South River 
Daniel J. Murray, Jr.  North River 
Thomas H. Sayre  Shenandoah 
_________________________________________ 
 

Key Staff 
County Administrator ................... Douglas P. Stanley 
Deputy County Administrator ... Robert B. Childress 
Sheriff ......................................... Daniel T. McEathron 
Chief of Fire and Rescue ................ Richard E. Mabie 
Finance Director ............................. André T. Fletcher 
County Attorney ............................ Daniel N. Whitten 
Clerk of Circuit Court ........................... Daryl L. Funk 
Treasurer ............................................ Wanda F. Bryant 
Commissioner of the Revenue.......... Sherry T. Sours 



 

 

39,630 
 2018 Population* 
 

16,358 
 Housing Units in Warren County 

 

2.68 
 Persons Per Household 

 

$65,353 
 Median Household Income 
 

 
*Estimate as of July 1, 2018 
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HISTORY OF WARREN 

COUNTY  
 

Native people built in Warren County what is considered 
the oldest permanent structure east of the Mississippi 
River in North America, an eleven thousand year old 
ceremonial building, the archaeological remains of which 
are known today as the Thunderbird Site. The first 
documented European explorer to see Warren County 
and the Shenandoah Valley - John Lederer in 1670 - 
noted an almost eerie absence of Native people, who had 
been killed by warfare and disease. By the early 1700s 
when fur trapping and land prospecting began in the 
Shenandoah Valley, the Cherokee, Iroquois, and Shawnee 
were using the Valley as a collective hunting ground. 
 
In 1729, a group of German immigrants led by Joist Hite 
purchased several thousand acres of land in the northern 
Shenandoah Valley. A community of Quaker families 
from Maryland led by Robert McKay came at the same 
time as Hiteõs Germans. In 1734, Thomas Chester 
established a ferry service known as Chesterõs Ferry at the 
juncture of the forks of the Shenandoah River, and in the 
1740s, an English Lord - Thomas, Lord Fairfax, the 6th 
Baron of Cameron - came to the area that is today 
Warren County to lay claim to his inheritance: a five 
million acre swath of the colony that extended from the 
Chesapeake Bay through the Shenandoah Valley and on 
to western Maryland. In 1754, a large extended family 
under the leadership of the son of French Huguenot 
Peter LeHew settled at the foot of the Blue Ridge along 
the road leading from Chesterõs Gap to Chesterõs Ferry, 
and LeHewtown was established. During the French and 
Indian War, LeHewtown was the Royal Frontier of the 
British Empire, hence the townõs name at the time of its 
charter in 1788: Front Royal. 
 
By the coming railroads and canals in the 1830s, the 
overland migration routes changed, and when Warren 
County was incorporated in March of 1836, the 
community had settled into an agricultural existence with 
small farming villages surrounding Front Royal and 
Riverton. 

5 



 

 When the war came in 1861, Warren County bore with 
the rest of Virginia many of the horrors of war. Great 
battles fought nearby meant a steady stream of wounded 
to be cared for and supplies to be collected. On May 23, 
1862, the Battle of Front Royal took place in the streets 
and buildings of the county seat, and Warren County lost 
use of the bridges spanning the forks of the Shenandoah. 
In 1864, the Union burned many mills in the Valley, 
Warren County included. The warõs end saw Warren in 
ruins, its economy shattered and population drained. 
New bridges would not connect Front Royal to the rest 
of the county for another three decades. 
 

The turn of the century saw new life breathed into 
Warren County, which had recovered during 
Reconstruction slowly with the development of the Bank 
of Warren and some light industry. By the 1890s, the 
Front Royal-Riverton Improvement Company had 
incorporated, built new bridges, laid out new 
neighborhoods and encouraged new factories to locate in 
Front Royal and Riverton - Virginiaõs òTwin Cities.ó The 
county drew its labor pool from surrounding counties 
that remained largely agricultural, and by the 1930s, the 
American Viscose Corporation had constructed an 
enormous rayon facility, which would employ over 80% 
of the countyõs workforce by the 1940s. The Great 
Depression saw many public works projects in the county 
develop, the largest of which was Shenandoah National 
Park and its Skyline Drive. Tourism was now added to 
agriculture and industry as Warren Countyõs livelihood. 
 

Today, Warren County still stands at the nexus of several 
transportation routes and has become part of the greater 
Washington, D.C. community and economy, both 
receiving visitors and new residents from Northern 
Virginia as well as sending many residents in the opposite 
direction for work and school. Warren County continues 
to grow and change as a result with its position as a 
transportation hub continuing to define that growth as it 
has for centuries. 
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 COUNTY OF WARREN 
GOVERNANCE  

 
The County of Warren is governed by a five-member 
Board of Supervisors elected by district. The Board of 
Supervisors appoints a County Administrator who directs 
the Countyõs day-to-day operations. Douglas P. Stanley 
has served in this post since 2000. 
 
The Board of Supervisors meetings are open to the 
public and are conducted the first Tuesday of the month 
at 9:00 AM and the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 
PM, except in July and December, in the Boardroom of 
the Warren County Government Center, located at 220 
North Commerce Avenue. Televised meetings are shown 
on the local Government Access Channel 16 as well as 
posted on the Warren County, Virginia YouTube 
Channel. 
 

WARREN COUNTY  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
Happy Creek District North River District 
Tony F. Carter Daniel J. Murray, Jr. 
P. O. Box 1355 20 Katie Lane 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 Middletown, Virginia 22645 
(540) 635-5247 (540) 868-1465 
tcarter@stoneburnercarter.com omajan88@aol.com 
  
Fork District Shenandoah District 
Archie A. Fox Thomas H. Sayre 
21 Lower Valley Road 835 Shenandoah Shores Road 
Strasburg, Virginia 22657 Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
(540) 636-4335 (540) 636-7777 
afox21@comcast.net tsayre@comcast.net 
 
South River District 
Linda P. Glavis 
3446 Browntown Road 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
(540) 636-382 
lglavis@comcast.net 
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County Administrator 
 Douglas P. Stanley, AICP ICMA-CM 
 Email: dstanley@warrencountyva.net 
 
Deputy County Administrator 
 Robert B. Childress 
 Email: rchildress@warrencountyva.net 
 
County Attorney 
 Daniel N. Whitten 
 Email: dwhitten@warrencountyva.net 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 
 Emily A. Mounce  
 Email: emounce@warrencountyva.net 
 

WARREN COUNTY  
GOVERNMENT CENTER  

 

Hours of Operation:  
 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday 
 
Building Inspections Office: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
220 North Commerce Avenue, Suite 400 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
www.warrencountyva.net 

South River 
District 

Fork 
District 

North River 
District 

Shenandoah 
District 

Happy Creek 
District 



 

 TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
GOVERNANCE  

 
The Town of Front Royal is governed by an at-large six 
member Town Council and a Mayor. The Town Council 
appoints a Town Manager who serves as the executive 
and administrative head of the Town government.  
 
The Town Council meets the second and fourth Monday 
of the month at 7:00 PM in the Board Room of the 
Warren County Government Center located at 220 North 
Commerce Avenue, Front Royal, Virginia. 

 
TOWN OFFICIALS  

 
Mayor Town Manager 
Hollis L. Tharpe Joseph E. Waltz 
102 East Main Street P.O. Box 1560 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
(540) 635-1014 (540) 635-8007 
tharpe@frontroyalva.com jwaltz@frontroyalva.com 
 
Town Attorney Clerk of Council 
Douglas W. Napier Jennifer E. Berry 
(540) 635-7872 (540) 631-2725 
dnapier@frontroyalva.com jberry@frontroyalva.com 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Eugene R. Tewalt (Vice Mayor) Gary L. Gillispie 
1032 Wine Street 19 Fairview Avenue 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
(540) 635-8227 (540) 671-0086 
tewalt@frontroyalva.com gillispie@frontroyalva.com 
 
William A. Sealock Chris Holloway 
1041 Wine Street 240 Virginia Avenue 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
(540) 636-9681 (540) 771-7653 
sealock@frontroyalva.com holloway@frontroyalva.com 
 
Letasha Thompson Jacob L. Meza 
203 Jamestown Road 1300 Imboden Drive 
Front Royal, Virginia 22630 Front Royal, Virginia 22630 
(540) 671-3760 (540) 550-7321 
thompson@frontroyalva.com meza@frontroyalva.com 
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 ELECTRIC  
 

To establish new service and for questions regarding 
existing service: 

-Rappahannock Electric Cooperative, (540) 622-2001 
(www.myrec.coop);  or 
-Shenandoah Valley Electric, (540) 450-0111 
(www.svec.coop) 
 

WATER 
 

To establish new service or for questions regarding 
existing service, contact the Town Business Office at 
(540) 635-7799. 
 

*Note: The Town provides electric service to some 
portions of the unincorporated County. 
 

LANDLINE TELEPHONE  
 

Century Link: (888) 723-8010 
Verizon: (540) 636-3765 
 

INTERNET  
 

Comcast/Xfinity   (888) 683-1000          www.xfinity.com 
Century Link    (540) 984-5383   www.centurylink.com 
 

TELEVISION CABLE  
 

Comcast/Xfinity   DirecTV 
15 North Royal Avenue  Phone: (800) 201-4416 
Phone: (888) 683-1000 
 

Via Satellite Incorporated/Dish Network 
Phone: (540) 636-3765 
 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE  
 

General information and services, zip codes, postage 
rates, change of address, redelivery, vacation hold mail, 
service issues, and Consumer Affairs. 
 

Location: 120 East 3rd Street, Front Royal 
Phone: (800) ASK-USPS [800-275-8777] 
www.usps.com 
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 NEWSPAPERS 
 

Northern Virginia Daily  Warren Sentinel 
Phone: (540) 636-6188  Phone: (540) 635-4174 
www.nvdaily.com  www.thewarrensentinel.com 
 

Winchester Star Warren County Report 
Phone: (540) 667-3200 Phone: (540) 636-1014 
www.winchesterstar.com www.warrencountyreport.com 
 

Washington Post Royal Examiner (online only) 
Phone: (800) 477-4679 Phone: (540) 692-1408 
www.washingtonpost.com www.royalexaminer.com 
 

LOCAL DMV  
 

New residents must apply for a driverõs license within 
thirty (30) days of establishing residence in Virginia at the 
Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV), which includes 
passing an eye test and surrendering their valid driverõs 
license from another state. New residents must also 
purchase license plates within thirty (30) days of 
establishing residence in Virginia. 
 

Location: 15 Water Street, Front Royal 
Hours of Operation:  
 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday 
 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Saturday  
Phone: (866) 368-5463 
 

SAMUELS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

Location: 330 East Criser Road 
Hours of Operation:   
 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM, Monday through Thursday 
 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Friday and Saturday  
 Closed on Sunday 
Phone: (540) 635-3153 
www.samuelslibrary.net 
 

STREET SIGN REPLACEMENT  
 

For County street signs, call the County Administratorõs 
Office at (540) 636-4600. For Town street signs, call the 
Public Works Department at (540) 635-7819. 
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 ROUTE 340/522 CORRIDOR CONNECTOR  
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FRONT ROYAL AREA TRANSIT  
 

Trolley route begins and ends at the Visitorõs Center. 
Fare: $0.50  
Phone: (877) 777-2708 / (540) 341-3464 
www.discoverfrontroyal.com 


