




Fishnet	Property	Master	Plan	•	12	•	Needs	Analysis	and	Program	Recommendations

Potential Program Elements...
• Recreation Center
• Trails
• Softball & Baseball Fields
• Rectangular Practice Fields
• Disc Golf
• Playgrounds
• Camping Facilities
• Existing Barn 
• Exisitng Bathrooms
• Exisitng Residence
• Stage & Event Space
• Picnic Areas
• Boat/Canoe Ramp
• Interpretive Signage

Program Recommendations
Overview

The final master plan will strive to incorporate as many high and moderate 
priority facilities as feasible within the Fishnet Property, but the decision to 
include these items must weighed against available space, parking limitations, 
topography and site conditions, and the ability to integrate utilities such as 
water and sewer. Once the program is refined, conceptual drawings will be 
developed that show potential locations for each facility. 

The capacity analysis performed for the site determined that the capacity-
using facilities listed below (Existing Barn, Existing Bathrooms, Existing 
Residence, Recreation Center, Stadium, and Stage) can all be integrated by 
connecting to the Town of  Front Royal’s existing sewer and water lines. This 
is all contingent on the the Town’s willingness and ability to accept additional 
utility demands from the Fishnet site. An elementary school could be located 
on site, according to the capacity analysis, although other utility options may 
become more feasible without the school. 

Recommended Program

Based on the Site Analysis and Needs Analysis the following facilities are 
recommended for the Fishnet Property:

Recreation	Center
• An indoor recreation center that contains a gymnasium, indoor pool, and 
meeting rooms. May be 60,000-70,000 total sf.
• Should be located on fairly level topography and in an area with good soils 
and no karst formations. Should be centrally located for access purposes. Will 
require upgraded sanitary, water, electric, and communication systems. 
•	Although	recreation	centers	are	typically	centrally-located	to	the	local	popu-
lation, the population growth in this area of  the County may make a recre-
ation center at Fishnet appropriate. 

Trails
• Multiple trail types that can accomodate pedestrians and bicyclists. May in-
clude separate backcountry trails for mountain bikes, unpaved pedestrian-only 
hiking trails, and paved segments for strollers, rollerbladers, and persons with 
mobility problems. 
• Trails can be located anywhere on the site depending on the the need for 
handicap accessibility. All trails must be located in areas that are not environ-
mentally sensitive. 

Softball and Baseball Fields
• Depending on County needs, a mix of  age-appropriate softball and baseball 
fields possibly surrounding a concessions and restroom facility. A stadium-
type space may also be developed in conjunction with one of  the fields. 
• Ball fields must be located on level, well-drained ground and oriented north-
south as much as possible. Nearby parking is preferred. 

Rectangular	Practice	Fields
• Rectangular practice fields of  varying sizes to accomodate football, soccer, 
and other field sports during non-game times. These fields do not have to be 
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Rectangular Playing Fields.

Stage.

Softball/Baseball Facility

Playground Equipment.

official size.
• Require level, well-drained ground and a north-south orientation to the 
extent possible. Nearby parking is preferred. 

Disc Golf
• Game similar to golf  where a frisbee is thrown into an above-ground metal 
basket. Typically ranges from 9 to 18 holes, but averages 12 holes. An inter-
mediate course may require 8-10 acres of  land through a wooded condition.
• Disc golf  may be able to be incorporated into some of  the non-sensitive 
wooded locations on site but would have to be worked around sinkholes and 
hiking trails.

Playgrounds
• Play equipment for age groups 2-5 years and 5-12 years.
• Playgrounds should be located near parking and developed areas for ease of  
access and visual monitoring. ADA-accessibility is preferred for at least a por-
tion of  the play equipment. 

Camping	Facilities
• Small RV and primitive campsites that offer utilities and tent space respec-
tively.
• Small RV sites need to be located near power, water, and sanitary facilities 
and require road access. Primitive campsites could be located on the existing 
platforms in the southern portion of  the site. Composting toilets or portable 
toilet facilities could be developed nearby. 
• Will require additional parks staff  involvement for scheduling camp site use 
and ranger/police monitoring due to overnight use. 

Existing Barn
• Can be rehabilitated and used for meetings, dances, or other group events. 
May require parking lot. Refer to facilities assessment for additional informa-
tion.

Existing Bathrooms
• Can be used as bathroom facilities for camping and events. Refer to facilities 
assessment for additional information.
Existing	Residence
• Can be rehabilitated for park offices, meeting space, or overnight facilities 
for either staff  or park visitors. Refer to facilities assessment for additional 
information. 

Stage	&	Event	Space
• A new stage would allow for large-scale concerts, movies, or live perfor-
mances. Stage size and design depends on potential uses.
• Can be located at site of  existing stage to take advantage of  topography for 
seating. 

Picnic	Areas
• Vary from shelters to open ground to picnic tables. Should include options 
for shade and sun.
• Existing shelters, amphitheater topography, or space near barn can be used.
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Primitve Camping.

Dog Park.

Wooded Trails.

Boat/Canoe Ramp. 

Boat/Canoe Ramp
• Can be simple concrete slab with boat slide or more complex system de-
pending on topography and location. Not intended for motorized boats. 
• Located on river in southern part of  site, most likely in southeast corner 
due to less steep conditions. 

Interpretive Signage
• Ranges from multi-sided kiosks to small panels. Themes could be ecology 
and history (Madison Isopod, Karst topography, nearby Civil War history, and 
similar). 
• Kiosks and signs located throughout the park on trails and gathering areas. 

Other Compatible Program Elements

Although the demand was minimal, the Fishnet Property could prove to be 
a good location for the following elements. If  parking, physical space, and 
funding are available after the higher priority facilities are incorporated into 
the plan, the elements below could further enhance the Fishnet site. 

Dog Park
• Varies in size, but should be at least 1 acre and surrounded by chain-link 
fence (or other fence with visually accessibility). Should have shade and good 
drainage.
• Already planned for Eastham property, although northern location may be 
useful as well. Can be located on varied topography.

Nature	Center
• Varies in size from one to multiple rooms. May have restroom facilities or 
not. Contains educational materials, signs, exhibits. Can double as a meeting 
space with proper utility connections. 
• May be located anywhere that a typical building could be constructed: good 
soils, drainage, and level topography. Ideally placed where education sessions 
can be moved outdoors to illustrate certain points. 

Fire/Rescue	Training	Facility
• Anywhere from 10 to 20 acres for classroom building, live burn training 
facility, concrete pond for water supply, concrete pad for vehicle extrications, 
a driving course for emergency vehicle training, and other features. 
• Needs to be located in isolated place to limit trespassing and vandalism and 
ensure safety of  civilian park users. Requires a mix of  topography to support 
both building foundations and variable driving conditions. 

Outdoor Basketball Court
• Full court basketball with official backboard heights and hoops. May be 
lighted and fenced.
• Requires level topography and adjacent parking. Could be placed near recre-
ation	center

Fishing	Access
• River access for shoreline fishing and/or dock extended into water.
• Locate on river banks in southern portion of  site. 








